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Above; Rod Browning, chairman of the board of
directors for California Inland Fisheries Foundation
Inc. With a Timit of the 1ake’s king salmon popula-
Hon caught near Markley Cove. (SEP& MARILYN HEX-
orickson). Right:fRs® Blanton of Gone Fishin’
Marine caught this feisty, chunky 16-incher early
in the seasan, an indication of the potential size of
Berryessa's kokanee this SUMmMEE, (SEP & MARNYN
HENDRICKSON}

otherend .. just a slow sieady puil, like a snag
thatwould not come free. After several min-
utes of give and Lake, we were convinced the
marks were bottomn debris or nests of fish-
ing lines snagged on the floor of the lake. We
passed through the area several times with
the same results:Lines snagged,no fight, just
a steady pultand drag as we motered on our
trolling path.

Then, there it was: Dead weight when
the rod was picked up ... and all hell broke
loose on the other end! After a long fight
with unbelievable hard-driving runs, in
came the “snag”- up from the bottom and
to the net, and (o everyone’s surprise, a 22-
inch 3%-pound, healthy, fat kokanee
salmon.The fish was so large it was thought
10 be one of the lake's landlocked king
salmon, introduced to the lake in 1998 by
the DFG.The big kokes were readily striking
offerings and fighting so hard, breaking and
cutting lines, they had convinced us we
were snagged. From then on, the Ballpark
became legendary at Lake Berryessa.

Now far more than a planter trout lake,
it's home [0 @ thriving population of trophy
sized kokanee (by California standards}.

The nuts & bolts of Berryessa: Feeding
and growing at tremendous rates on the
lake's abundant population of plankton and
other food sources, mature kokanee have
ranged from 1810 22 inches and larger over
the past eight years, The amazing thing is,

the fish have stayed large, a clear indication
of the available food supply and amount of
habitat utilized, and they continue ro be big,
fat, healthy fish, thanks t¢ annual plants by
the DFG.

Berryessa is a large and varying lake
with shallow, tapering shorelings and an
old river bottom with steep, often rocky
drop-offs - perfect habitat for this newly in-
rroduced game fish. Formed in the 1950s
with the building of the Monticello Dam,
Berryessa’s waters flooded rolling foothills
and deep valleys on its way to becoming
the fishery itis 1oday.

Landlocked king salmon and rainbow
trout are available and are often caught by
kokanee anglers trolling the varying depths
of the thermocline. Because it's close to
home, we hitit & lot but not near as much as
some of the locals who are on the water
three Lo four times a week. With a lake loaded
with landlocked kings 10 3-pound kokanee
nearly the same size and planter rainbows
(plus trout in the 2- to 3-pound range lrom
the California Infand Fishery Foundation pens
in Markley Cove), this has become a very pop-
ular fisherman’s destination,

2010 already a banner year: Kokanee fish-
ing started earfy this spring at Berryessa.
Between a series of significant March/April
storms, experienced guides tested the wa-
ters for kokanee action and got much maore
than anticipated. Troy Barr of T-Roys Guide




Service,was the first to report kokes already
in the 18-plus-inch range, which bodes well
with iologists and experienced kokanes
who know that a koke ¢an grow 2 10 4
inches loniger in their last year of life prior
Lo the spawn.

Will we see 20- 10 22-inch kokes this
year? You bet! They'll be there 1his year, just
as they have been in the past.

With NorCal's erratic May/June weather
paiterns behind us, angler success rates are
much improved as is the weather. It dogs-
7't happen like that everywhere. While
Berryessa has heen consisternt in size pro-
duclion, many fisheries vary wildly depend-
ing on water levels, tempeyatures, and
transfers, plus food supplies, angling pres-
sure and predation. Fewer fish in a full lake
generally means a larger year-class of fish
available; conversely 1oo many fish in the
lake and the population will stunt and not
reach full potential,

Berryessa is a big lake, and so are her
kokanee

Berryessa’s best bets: The most effective
technigue of course, s trolting. But some-
tbimes, we kokanee trollers have a tendency
o overanalyze what il takes 1o catch a koke.

We load our boats with rods, reels, fures and
stuffed ackle boxes and utilize fish locators,
auto pilots, steering systems, GPSs, electric
trolling motors, kicker motors, downriggers,
sideplaners and more, just to entice this hit-
tle red fish. We dye white corn red, green,
blue or pink,and use lots of scent.What, ex-
aclly, do we hope to imitate?

Perhaps it’s time we got back Lo the basics,

Trout and saimon have brains about the
size of a pea.fm not a fish psychologist - al-
thoughI've played one for the las1 45 years
- but it comes down 1o their most basic in-
stincts. How smart do anglers need to be to
catch kokanee?

“Face i, all they dg is swim, eat and re-
produce, it's pretty simpie,”says retired DFG
biologist Dr. Larry Eng.

During the summei, Berryessa’s kokanee
will prefer the deeper, cooler locations, They
might held right or the bottom in 120-plus
leet of water or suspend in the 60- to 100-
foot range, depending on time of day and
ambient light penetration.Either way, a state-
of-the-art color focator, preferably eguipped
with mapping and GFS, will be neecled.

The Big 1sland on the main body of the
lake traditionally holds the majority of the
kokanee population. Schools are found

near Skiers Cove, the mouth of the Narrows,
Monticello Dam. the mouth of Markley
Cove, the Ballpark and, of course, fish always
hold over the old river channel as it mean-
ders to the dam.

Using electronics and past experience,
take a hard iook at what's going on. Our 22-
foot Jetcraft is equipped with the Lowrance
HDS-10 with GPS and Structure Scan with
crystal-clear resolution, and it would be
hard to imagine a better imaging unit on
the market. Learn how to properly read or
inlerpret a locater 10 understand what 1s
happening underwater.

Advanced downiiggin’tWhen using down-
riggers, it's imperative to know the exact
depth of the wrolled lure or bait in relation 1o
the quarry. §t's doubly important (o keep of-
ferings above kokanee within the strike
range of 510 10 feet. By watching the locator
screen and downrigger lines carefully, you
can delect precise depths of presentations.

Atslow trolling speeds of 0.910 1.5 mph,
it's best 1o use lightweight flutter-type lures
that offer maximum action and vibration,
both features that aitract fish. Trolling for
kokaree is tremendously enhanced with the
use of flasher blades or dodgers, but the sin-
gle most imporiant factor in terminal tackie
is leader Jength! Eight to ) Zinches is all that's
needed! If the leader is 100 long, kokes may
not be interested and if it's too shori, the fish
may have a hard ume catching i,

Think pink: Pink or pink/white spinners,
lures/bugs or flies - al some point on a
given day, pink can’t be beat, How about
watermelon  Sep's  dodgers with &
pink/white Kokanee Kandy or Uncle Larry’s
Pinky? What about other times of the day?
What about chartreuse, purple, red, green?

Hell, take it alit Take every color, every
size, every finish, action, vibrauon, flash, etc.

Why? Because if you don't, you might not
have it and that’}l be the only thing working.
The $50,000 boal is equipped, but there'’s no
teiling what it will take 10 catch that wily
kokanes (you don't even want ro think about
how much a kokanee costs you per pound).

It sure is fun, and a whole lot ol anglers
agree. Let's go kokanee caiching at Lake
Berryessa righi now!



